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Appointment of Whole-time Officers 


APPLICATIONS are invited from persons of 
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Re RAL DISTRICT OF CHESTERFIELD 
Appointment of Clerk ‘of the Council 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the above 
appointment at a salary in accordance with the 
recommendations of the Joint Negotiating 
Committee for Town Clerks and District 
Council Clerks, according to service, qualifi- 
cations and experience. (Population 75,680 
minimum salary £2,000 per annum) 


The person appointed will be required to 
carry out all statutory and other duties 
devolving upon him as Clerk or assigned to 
him by the Council. He will be required to act 
as Clerk to the North East Derbyshire Joint 
Water Committee, Clerk to a Local Super- 
annuation Joint Committee and as Local Fuel 
Overseer ; any salary or honorarium payable 
in respect of such appointments to be payable 
into the General Rate Fund. All fees and 
other emoluments, except those for acting as 
Returning Officer at local elections, shall be 
paid to the General Rate Fund 

The appointment will be subject to 

(a) The provisions of the Local Govern- 
ment Superannuation Act, 1937 
4 satisfactory medical examination 
The conditions of service laid down by 
the Joint Negotiating Committee 
Three months’ notice in writing on 
either side 

Canvassing, directly or indirectly, will 
disqualify. Candidates must disclose whether 
they are related to any member or senior 
officer of the Council 


(>) 
(c) 


(d) 


If required, the Council will give all possible 
assistance towards the provision of housing 
accommodation for the person appointed 

Applications, with the names of three 
responsible persons as referees, endorsed 
*Clerkship,” to be delivered to the under- 
signed by July 28, 1952 

H. MARSHALL, 
Chairman of the Council. 
Rural Council House, 
Saltergate, Chestertield. 
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GOMERSET COUNTY COUNCIL 
Appeintment of Deputy Clerk of the Council 


APPLICATIONS are invited from Solicitors 
with considerable experience in local govern- 
ment law and administration for the appoint- 
ment of Deputy Clerk of the Council. 


The scale of salary is £1,850 per annum, 
rising by annual increments of £50 each to a 
maximum of £2,100. All fees received by the 
Deputy Clerk must be paid into the County 
Fund. 


The Deputy Clerk will not be permitted to 
engage directly or indirectly in private practice, 
and he will be required to devote his whole 
time to the duties of his office 


Applications (endorsed “ Deputy Clerk "’) 
giving age, education, legal and academic 
qualifications, present and past appointments, 
etc., and the names of three referees, must be 
delivered to me not later than Saturday, 
August 16, 1952 


Canvassing, directly or indirectly, will 


disqualify 
HAROLD KING, 
Clerk of the County Council. 


County Hall, 
Taunton. 
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Committal with a View to Borstal Training 


On June 16 the Court of Criminal Appeal refused leave to 
appeal against sentence in the case of a young man of twenty, 
who had been committed to quarter sessions under s. 20 of the 
Criminal Justice Act, 1948, and sentenced to borstal training 
The defendant was of bad character and had previous con- 
victions. In delivering the judgment of the court, Mr. Justice 
Slade pointed out that when a case is committed under s. 20, 
the only power quarter sessions have in regard to the sentence 
is either to sentence the offender to borstal training or, if they 
decide that borstal is not suitable, to award such punishment as 
the magistrates themselves might have awarded. He, therefore, 
suggested that magistrates, even when committing a prisoner 
with a view to his being sentenced to borstal training, should 
consider in such cases, particularly when the prisoner is nearing 


the age of twenty-one, whether it would not be better to send 
him to quarter sessions for sentence under the provisions of 
s. 29 of the Act, when there is no such limitation on the powers 
of quarter sessions. 


The United Nations and Human Rights 

The United Nations, like the League of Nations, includes in 
its activities much useful work that receives less publicity than 
it merits. Many social questions are discussed in a calm and 
friendly atmosphere, and often there is a large measure of 
agreement on such matters as public health, the administration 
of justice, or the treatment of prisoners. Naturally, different 
countries will continue to employ different methods of procedure, 
but the important point is that all should observe certain 
principles in the administration of justice, however much their 
legal systems may differ. 

The International Review of Criminal Policy, a United Nations 
publication, states that the programme of work relating to social 
questions includes the prevention of crime and the treatment of 
offenders as a major sub-division. The first number of the Review 
contains extracts from the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. One forbids torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment. Another, which is regarded as of 
supreme importance in this country, is against arbitrary arrest 
or detention. The presumption of innocence is asserted, as 
well as the right to a fair public trial. 

Another article reads : “* No one shall be held guilty of any 
penal offence on account of any act or omission which did not 
constitute a penal offence, under national or international law, 
at the time when it was committed. Nor shall a heavier penalty 
be imposed than the one that was applicable at the time the 
penal offence was committed.” 
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This last is in accord with the principle generally observed 
in this and many countries though not in all. 

In Director of Public Prosecutions v. Lamb (1941) 105 J.P. 251, 
Humphreys, J., at p. 260 referred to the well-known doctrine 
that where a statute alters rights of persons or creates fresh 
liabilities, or imposes obligations on them and thereby alters 
the law, such a statute ought not to be held to be retroactive 
in its operation unless the words are clear, precise and quite 
free from ambiguity. The learned judge proceeded to hold that 
in the case before the court the language of the Order in Council 
clearly made it retroactive, so far as it affected the penalty for 
an offence committed before the Order in Council providing 
for increased penalties came into operation. Such instances 
are, however, uncommon. 


A Report on Juvenile Delinquency 

Newcastle-under-Lyme, like many other places, has had a 
representative committee conducting a careful and exhaustive 
investigation into the problem of juvenile delinquency. The 
report of the committee, commendable for its directness and 
brevity, contains a number of practical suggestions which, if 
not altogether new, are sometimes put in a new way, and all 
of them deserve to be considered. 

There is force in the statement that often the predominant 
note is one of materialism, parents seeking for more pleasure, 
more comfort, and more money, and tending to regard children 
as an obstacle to the fulfilment of these desires, and family 
life being looked upon as a handicap to a higher standard 
of living. 

Children are constantly said to get into mischief through 
indulging in harmful forms of amusement. The committee 
recommends that parents should be responsible for providing 
suitable entertainment for their children and not leave them 
to their own devices. We heartily agree ; parental duty does not 
consist solely in providing food, clothing and housing. Children 
need companionship and friendship from their parents. 

The employment of women who have young children is a 
vexed question. The nation needs women in industry, but those 
with very young children are needed at home if the children 
are to have the right kind cf early childhood. The committee 
recommends that at all evehts these mothers should not go to 
work for the sake of the money unless this is absolutely necessary, 
and praises those who accept a lower standard of comfort in 
the interests of their children. It is recommended that the remedy 
is to be found in increased family allowances. Some members 
of the committee, though not all, deprecate the use of the day 
nurseries. 
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Southend and Rochford Magistrates’ Courts 

on their work during 1951, Mr. H 
Homfray Cooper, the clerk to the justices, shows that the justices 
put in a considerable amount of work, most of them attending 
forty or fifty That they are really 
interested appears also from the statement that the library at the 
and gifts of books have 
is encouraged by Mr 


In his report to the justice 


times and some even more 


constant demand 
(hei 
Cooper's practice of sending out notes on new legislation and 


court house 1s in 


been much appreciated interest 


other matters of magisterial interest 


Pointing out that the whole question of staffs and salaries 
will be dealt with by the Magistrates’ Courts Committees, Mr 
Cooper says It will be evident to the justices that, if we are 
to retain the best qualified staff we shall have to ensure that they 
are paid commensurate with their responsibilities. 
We have had a tradition here for having assistants of character 
ind ability, and this has been due largely to the interest shown by 


salaries 


the justices in the staff and their conditions of service 

As to the state of crime in the county borough. there was a 
decrease in most classes of indictable crime with the exception of 
offences, which from fifty-four in 1950 to 
It is not stated exactly what was the nature of the 


indecency increased 
115 in 1951 
offences, b ich a marked indérease is on the face of it serious 
It is possible that some part of the increase in the number of 
ses prosecuted is due to increased activity on the part of the 
police, and not entirely to a worsening of standards of behaviour 
m the part of either the inhabitants or the many visitors to the 
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Leeds Juvenile Court 

Most people will agree that once the court has decided to 
make an approved school order, the it takes effect the 
better. Some think the best that can happen is that the child 
should be while 
others prefer that a certain time should be spent in a classifying 
At all events, it is not desirable that he should remain 
a remand home after the order has been made 


sooner 


sent without delay to the school selected, 
school 
tog long in 

The period of waiting is, we believe, generally less than it used 
In the report of the Juvenile Court Panel 
Leeds. it is that the time of waiting for 
after the order of committal has been 


to be some 
for the City of 


vacancies to the schools 


years ago 


said 


made has been reduced t 
thirty-four 


an average time of twenty-nine days, 
days in 1980. The difficulty in securing 
accommodation is in the case of Catholic boys: the 
waiting time in respect of Protestants has averaged twenty days 


as against 
greatest 


It is a matter of regret that it still seems impossible to make 
adequate provision for so many mentally sub-normal and mal- 
The report “ The court has 


adjusted children Leeds says 
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continued to find difficulty in the disposal of cases where the 
person concerned is shown to be mentally sub-normal or mal- 
adjusted, owing to the complete lack of appropriate residential 
accommodation in the Leeds area.” 


Leeds Probation Report 


One of the most interesting features in the report of the 
Probation Committee for the City of Leeds is a section in 
which the Principal Probation Officer, Mr. G. W. Appleyard, 
describes the work of probation officers in connexion with 
matrimonial cases, with special reference to attempts at recon- 
ciliation. The work needs much time, patience and understand- 
ing on the part of the officers, and it can never be successfully 
carried out by any rule of thumb methods. The time at which 
reconciliation should be attempted, if at all, must depend on 
the circumstances of each case. We think Mr. Appleyard is 
right when he suggests that in cases of adultery or persistent 
cruelty it may be well for the applicant to have an opportunity 
of appearing before the magistrates at court before an offer 
of reconciliation is made. “ By proceeding in this fashion, the 
danger that the applicant may feel that she is being deprived of 
her rights is avoided, and her attitude to reconciliation is less 
hostile than it otherwise would be.” As to the method of 
approach, there is wisdom in the observation that “ the ideal 
would be that when this [reconciliation] has been achieved they 
should be unaware that the conciliator has been instrumental 
in its achievement.” A decrease in the number of cases brought 
before the court is attributed to the increased use of the services 
of the officers by magistrates in the Advice Room 


The supervision of persons released from custody forms an 
increasing part of the work of the probation officers, and has 
helped to accentuate the problem of staff. However, officers 
who were formerly working under an excessive case load have 
had their burden reduced, and there is no reason to fear that 
the probation committee will fail to take necessary steps if case 
loads demand them. 


As to probation itself, an interesting item in the report is the 
statement that out of 419 orders terminated during the year 1951 
as many as forty-three were terminated in advance of the normal 
date on account of good progress. When a probationer’s 
conduct makes it clear that supervision is no longer necessary, 
the discharge of the order has the double advantage of relieving 
an officer of unnecessary work and of encouraging the pro- 
bationer by this expression of approval and confidence 


Crime Courtesy Chmpaign 
“Nine polite detectives,” says a newspaper, “ are to deliver 
thousands of leaflets giving tips to firms, office workers and 


shop girls on how to avoid being robbed It seems these 
officers are the personnel of a Crime Courtesy Campaign aimed 
at securing the co-operation of all concerned in crime prevention 
The detectives are under the control of a superintendent of the 
City of London police force 

One important aspect in reducing crime is obviously by 
attempting to make everyone crime conscious. With this object 
in view, exhibitions have been arranged by local police forces 
sponsored by the Home Office, articles printed in daily news- 
papers and special literature published for some years past. 
It cannot be denied that the criminal still finds fruitful fields to 
plunder 

In Saxon times, those who failed to exercise proper care and 
custody over their goods, and allowed them to be stolen, had to 
retake the thief or suffer a penalty. How would so inflexible a 
legal requirement fit today? Human nature, unfortunately, is 
hardly ever permanently moved to urgent activity by gentle 
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exhortation. The police have a hard task to perform in tracking 
the law-breaker, but their work would be immeasurably 
lightened by enthusiastic co-operation from house-holders, and 
indeed all people who have goods to lose 


The criminal thrives upon opportunity, and if men and 
women, by forethought, would reduce the margin of risk to a 
minimum the community would benefit. Crime is a constitu- 
tional liability financially ; in every way lawlessness is bad for 
society The Commissioner of the City of London police is 
to be congratulated upon his approach in this matter to those 
who live or work in the City. If he succeeds in reducing by only 
a fraction the amount of crime, the time and energy expended 
will have been well rewarded ; ‘the country will doubtless be 
quick to follow the London lead. 


Roadside Waste 


The Commons, Open Spaces and Footpaths, Preservation 
Society say in a recent issue of their journal that complaints 
reach them from time to time about the parking of vehicles on 
roadside waste, that is the grass verge between unenclosed land 
and the metalled road, Speaking generally, these verges are 
subject to a public right of way as much as the made-up strip 
of the road, so that the parking of vehicles on the verge is 
technically an obstruction of the highway, just as would be the 
leaving of a lorry in the roadway itself. The degree of obstruction 
caused is generally less where a vehicle is drawn upon the verge, 
and police usually recognize this by not interfering with a 
reasonable stay. The society point out, however, that the verges 
afford passage for walkers and horseriders, and these users are 
entitled to enjoy them without fear of colliding with stationary 
vehicles, often left without lights. This is particularly true when 
there is a side-walk on the verge, or where the parked vehicle 
obstructs the opening of a footpath which joins the road at 
that point. A gypsy horse caravan in a convenient recess for 
a short time is something that a sensible person would not 
wish to move on, but cars and lorries on the roadside can be 
(and often are) both a danger and a nuisance. The temptation 
to the motorist to place them here is lessened, and the enforce- 
ment of the law is made the less invidious, where county councils 
cut into the verge to make a “ lay by,” and put up adequate 
signs informing drivers how far they have to go to find it 


Education in 1951 


A tendency of annual reports to be a monotonous and bald 
reiteration of more or less well-known recent history is largely 
absent from those of the Ministry of Education. Ten chapters, 
ninety-eight tables and some diagrams indicating trends from 
the past into the future, contained in the Ministry's report for 
1951, give and discuss information in ways which should yield 
considerable satisfaction to local education authorities, parents 
and many others interested in the functioning of a service having 
a highly important bearing upon national quality in economic, 
cultural, political and other spheres for many years ahead 
Probably, the well-developed faculty for critical examination 
which is a feature of democratic society renders unnecessary 
specific warnings against occasional danger that greater truth 
sometimes lies beneath a glossy exterior. 

Pupils and teachers being largely the body and soul of any 
educational system, a good deal of attention will be focussed on 
obvious factors affecting them set out in cap. | of the report. 
For instance, a diagram accompanied by numbers demonstrates 
variations of pressure on different types of accommodation and 
tuition, actual and forecast, between the years 1938 and 1956 
In total, the school population in England and Wales fell from 
5,289,000 in 1938 to 4,881,000 in 1947, due to lower birth-rate 
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during the war, but is expected to rise by about thirty per cent 
to 6,445,000 in 1956. Significant changes in the composition 
of the total are the uneven annual increases of children aged 5.0 
to 7.6, from 1,298,000 in 1947 to 1,892,000 in 1954, followed by a 
decrease to 1,666,000 in 1956; children aged 7.6 to 11.4 will 
increase from 1,964,000 in 1950, fairly evenly, to 2,605,000 in 
1956: children aged 11.4 to 15.0 will remain fairly constant 
around 1,800,000 from 1949 to 1954 but problems initiated by 
erratic birth-rate can be visualized from subsequent increases 
ushered in with a rise to 1,972,000 in 1956 

A smaller increase in the number of teachers in primary and 
secondary schools was recorded in January, 1952, than in any 
of the preceding four years, due to a smaller last contribution 
from the emergency training scheme. This unfor- 
tunately marks the onset of a period in which the supply of 
women teachers is unlikely to match the increase in the popula- 
tion of primary schools. Some correction of the deficiency seems 
likely, however, as a result of special efforts in 1951, partly 
instigated by the national advisory council on the training and 
supply of teachers, which filled nearly all the 8,000 places avail- 
able in women’s two-year training colieges when term began in 
the autumn. The lag in the supply of teachers will impair 
the improvement evident from tables 8 and 9 of the report as 
regards over-sized classes ; between January, 1950 and 1951, 
the proportion of children in primary and secondary schools 
being taught in over-sized classes fell from forty-eight to forty-six 
per cent., but there were still nearly 108,000 classes (considerably 
more than one-half of the total number) with more than thirty 
pupils on registers. This and some other dark streaks on the 
educational horizon are congruent with cautious pessimism in 
the introduction to the report by the Minister of Education. 


decrease 


Legal Advisers of Hospital Boards 

An award nearer to the salary scale offered by the management 
side than that sought by the staff side was made by the industrial 
court which determined a difference concerning full-time salaried 


legal advisers serving seven regional hospital boards. The new 
scale will take eight years to traverse from £1,150 to £1,550 per 
annum, compared with the present eleven years from £1,000 to 
£1,350, that of five years from £1,625 to £2,000 which was sought 
by the staff side, and that of eight years from £1,100 to £1,450 
which was offered by the management side. Arguments laid 
before the court from both sides were certainly comprehensive 
and powerful, though, not unnaturally, variable as regards 
degrees of cogency, but the weight given to each in their “ careful 
consideration *’ by the court can hardly be divined ; it may be 
imagined that current circumstances in wider economic fields 
exerted some influence on the decision of the court, which, 
whether such influence is specific or not, may be regarded as a 
misfortune by any administrative staffs whose claims happen 
to mature at a time of financial stringency, possibly induced by 
earlier “ rounds * of increases in other spheres which have led 
to devaluation of salaries from public bodies 

Contentions before the court were mainly centred on the 
extent and finality of the responsibility carried by the legal 
advisers of regional hospital boards. As the staff side readily 
admitted, the position of these boards is a peculiar one within 
the national health service, acting as agents of the Minister of 
Health, but the staff side had some strong points, among others, 
about no instructions having ever been issued on the duties of 
legal advisers and their being called on to advise at short notice 
on all day-to-day problems which are evoked by the complexity 
and variety of hospital organization. A comparison of large 
populations in the areas of hospital boards with much smaller 
populations used to regulate higher salary ranges of town and 
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istrict council clerks was a weaker, almost irrelevant, point, 
king at the final responsibility exercised by a local authority 
range of functions. Some similarity between the 

swarded and that applicable to Civil Service senior legal 
tants suggests that the court selected this as comparable 


1 hierarchy of grades for legal staff of the Civil Service, the 


a wide 


car 


THE RETIREMENT OF 


WITH HIS 


By JN. 


Most of the readers of this journal who are clerks to justices 
or solicitors practising in magistrates’ courts will have noticed 
indeed, will have applied much carnest consideration to 
the reports of the dictum of the Lord Chief Justice in the case of 
R. v. East Kerrier Justices, ex parte Mundy (already mentioned 
on p. 415, ante), on the question of the retirement of the clerk to 
the justices with his bench when they leave the court to consider 

their decision 
For the convenience of those readers who have not the text 
we reproduce here the relevant passage 
146 
Another which I feel bound to mention is this. 
Although | cannot for the trace the authority, I 
think it has certainly been said more than once in this court 
that it is not right that the justices’ clerk should retire with 
the justices. It has been said over and over again that the 
decision must be the decision of the justices, not the decision 
of the justices and their clerk, still less the decision of the 
clerk, and, if the clerk retires with the justices, people will 
inevitably form the conclusion that the justices’. clerk may 
take some course which it is 
The justices can always send 


of the report at hand 
from [1952] 2 AIL E.R 
matter 
moment 


influence the justices, Or may 
for the justices alone to take 
for the clerk if they require advice on a point of law because 
that is what the clerk is there for, but it is not desirable, and 
it is not, | would say, regular, for a clerk to retire with 
justices as a matter of course at the time they are considering 
the He should remain in the court until the justices 
either return into court or send for him. Whether we should 
have quashed the conviction on the ground that the justices’ 
clerk retired with them (although | believe it has been done 
in one case), | need not say. But we think it is undesirable 
and we hope that in future justices’ clerks will not retire with 
their bench, unless their advice is required. For these reasons 


I think the conviction should be quashed.” 


facts 


An opinion expressed in such unequivocal terms by such a 
high authority ought usually to be accorded the utmost respect 
and any discussion of the matter on its merits embarked upon 


with the greatest reserve. When, however, the opinion is 
directly contrary to a practice which, while perhaps not universal, 
prevails in a very substantial majority of magistrates’ courts 
and has so prevailed for very many years, it is (it is submitted) 
right that it should receive close examination and that any 
apparent defects in premise and reasoning should be held up 
for impartial scrutiny and outspoken comment however eminent 
the author of the dictum 


As a preparation for such a scrutiny the writer has made a 
careful and, he believes the authorities 
referred to by the Lord Chief Justice at the beginning of the 
passage quoted above, without any success. From time to 
time, it ts true, an unreported case will contain a dictum on some 
point or other which escapes general notice, but for the reasons 


exhaustive search for 
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Coal Board, the British Electricity Authority and the London 
County Council which was detailed to the court. If such is the 
case, the Law Society is unlikely to be satisfied that their earlier 
protest to the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Health 
has been met, that the status and service of the legal advisers to 
regional hospital boards were not being adequately recognized 


THE JUSTICES’ CLERK 
BENCH 


MARTIN 


given above about the prevalence of the practice in question, 
it is well-nigh inconceivable that any authoritative criticism 
of the practice could have escaped wide publicity. The nearest 
approach to an authority on the subject is, on the contrary, in 
clear disagreement with the views expressed by the Lord Chief 
Justice. This is the Report of the Departmental Committee 
on Justices’ Clerks published in 1944 (Cmd. 6507) well-known 
under its more familiar title of the “ Roche Report.” The 
opinions expressed in this document were arrived at after 
hearing the evidence of a multitude of witnesses best qualified 
to speak on the various aspects of the office of clerk to justices, 
and after prolonged inquiry into and deliberation upon the 
various matters arising as specific issues. Paragraph 66 of the 
report contains this passage : 

“We however regard it as entirely proper and natural 

that justices may wish their clerk to retire with them.” 


It is true that the report does go on to say : 

“ but this is a matter for the discretion of the justices, and 

it is only on their request that their clerk may accompany 

them.” 
All this means, however, is that the clerk may not insist on 
going out with them if they do not want him. This is very 
different from the views expressed by Lord Goddard. It 
should be made quite clear, of course, that if, as appears to 
be the case, the Lord Chief Justice was mistaken in his recollec- 
tion of the authorities, that alone does not detract from the 
soundness of his judgment. An opinion is not necessarily 
wrong because it has not been re-iterated. On the other hand, 
where, if we are right, the opinion is a new departure and not 
even an extension of something which has been said before, 
the claim made above to scrutinise the whole matter must 
apply a fortiori 

The statement by the learned judge about the necessity for the 
decision being that of the justices alone is of course abundantly 
and incontestably true ; it may not have been said “ over and 
over again ™ in decisions of the Queen's Bench (as the passage 
quoted seems to imply) but it has been said in these columns 
and elsewhere, and perhaps most frequently of all by justices’ 
clerks themselves to their justices. Does it however follow 
that if the clerk retires with the justices people will “ inevitably 
form the conclusion” that he may influence them, and, if it 
does, must not the same argument apply if they send for him 
after they have left the court? Unless someone is to make a 
gratuitous announcement that the justices have come to a 
conclusion on the facts and require the attendance of the clerk 
to advise them on a point of law—not a very dignified proceeding, 
savouring as it would of an apology and probably involving 
some slightly embarrassing detail such as calling the parties 
back into court from some quiet retreat whither they had repaired 
with a cigarette—unless something like this is done might it 
not be suggested with equa! force that “ people will form the 
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conclusion” that the justices are unable to make up their 
minds on the facts and have had to send for their clerk to help 
them to do so? 


Of course, there may be a clerk who behaves as if he is 
“ running the court,’ who appears to exercise undue influence 
over the justices, who may, as the paragraph of the Roche 
Report referred to above puts it “ act as if he is the court itself.” 
In such cases there is, as the Report goes on to say “ small 
wonder that his retirement is resented.” Such resentment is 
however, really resentment of the behaviour of such a clerk 
in toto, of which his retirement with the justices is perhaps the 
“ last straw.” It is resentment of the retirement of a particular 
clerk for a particular reason, and not resentment of the retire- 
ment of clerks in general. To quote the report once more, 
“if the relationship of bench and clerk has been properly 
regulated in court, there will be no good grounds for criticizing 
the clerk's retirement with the justices.” 


The Lord Chief Justice reasons that the justices are the sole 
judges of fact and should come to a conclusion on the facts 
in the absence of the clerk so as to avoid any suspicion that they 
might have received any guidance from him. On the surface 
this argument is sound enough, and even attractive, until one 
reflects that what the justices have before them for consideration 
are not “ the facts,” but evidence of facts. Actually they have 
not even the evidence itself, but their recollection of the evidence, 
which in a long and complicated case may well prove faulty in 
some small but important detail. No lay justice, however 
experienced, can have a trained lawyer's ability to appreciate 
the precise significance of each detail of evidence and to fit it 
into its place in the whole picture as it is given, so that even if a 
magistrate should make a note of the evidence himself it is not 
likely to be as accurate as the clerk’s note. It is worth mention- 
ing in passing, too, that where the High Court has said that 
there is a duty to make a note of evidence, the duty is cast 
upon the clerk. 


Further than this, however, no single piece of evidence of 
any kind can be considered except in the light of the law of 
evidence. The law of evidence is based, it is true, on rules of 
common sense, but perhaps for this very reason it abounds in 
pitfalls for the unwary, so that even the simplest text-book on 
the subject is a mass of rules, exceptions, counter-exceptions, and 
references to decided cases and other authorities. It is by no 
means every question of admissibility, relevance, weight or 
corroboration which is decided, or even noticed, as the case 
proceeds. Then apart from the evidence itself there are 
questions of onus of proof, mens rea, criminal capacity, presump- 
tions, and other matters, all of which are “ points of law.” 
If the clerk is to remain mute until his guidance is sought, the 
justices may never become aware that a point of law is involved. 


The vast majority of lay justices will not be content merely 
to admit, they will sedulously claim that their clerk is not just 
someone who is there to supply advice on a point of law if 
they call for it ; they expect him to be constantly at their elbow 
to refresh their memory of the evidence from his notes, to offer 
advice on matters of law which occur to him, to correct them if 
they appear to be jumping to conclusions or failing to consider 
some relevant matter, and to intervene to prevent some step 
which would be clearly wrong. For example, there must be 
few justices’ clerks who have not at some time or other before 
the 1948 Criminal Justice Act removed the possibility of confusion 
between two kinds of “ dismissal,” had to point out to their 
bench that they could not “dismiss on payment of costs” 
the case of a defendant whom they intended to give the benefit 
of the doubt. If the clerk had not been there no-one might 
ever have known that the accused had not been found guilty. 
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If the Lord Chief Justice’s claim about the reaction of the 
public to the retirement of the clerk with the justices were true 
in anything approaching a general sense, one would have thought 
that magistrates, magistrates’ clerks, solicitors and others who 
come in close and daily contact with the thousands upon thousands 
of people who appear before the magistrates’ courts would be 
subjected to nothing less than a barrage of criticism and complaint. 
Yet everybody knows that it is only on rare occasions that a 
voice has been raised, and then the real cause may have been 
either a clerk exceeding his authority in court in the way men- 
tioned above, or else a disgruntled advocate clutching at a straw. 


The reason for this almost complete absence of criticism can 
only be that the general public, or that section of the public 
which is in a position to notice the matter, realises in a general 
sort of way the existence of the reasons for the presence of the 
clerk mentioned in the preceding paragraphs. The true attitude 
of the public is, it is submitted, not one of disapproval, it is 
not even one of indifference ; it is one of approval. The writer 
feels that the matter is summed up so well in an article appearing 
on p. 178 of Vol. CXII of this paper that the following extract 
ought to be repeated : 


“Whether the general public is really uneasy on this 
account is extremely doubtful. Most people know that the 
majority of lay justices, however conscientious and efficient 
they may be, are not sufficiently versed in law to be in no 
need of advice from a qualified clerk on points of law and 
practice. That the clerk should be a prominent figure in 
court and should take his part in regulating procedure seems 
to them natural enough. If, where the parties are un- 
represented, the clerk questions witnesses and helps them to 
tell their story clearly, that also seems reasonable, so long as 
the clerk is seen to help each side impartially and with no 
apparent interest in the result of the case. If this is his 
attitude in court, neither the parties nor the public will be 
uneasy or suspicious on observing at various stages of the 
proceedings some conference between bench and clerk which 
cannot be overheard. There is, in fact, another quite different 
aspect of the matter ; as a metropolitan magistrate once said, 
it gives the public confidence in the court to observe such 
conferences taking place. It cannot be doubted that if the 
clerk to the justices is known and respected in the district in 
which he works, if he has the reputation of being accessible 
and helpful to those who are in need of information, and if he 
shows consistently that neither public bodies nor the police 
receive any special treatment from him, then those who are 
interested in what the court is doing will be glad to know that 
the clerk is the confidante and adviser of the bench. They 
would much prefer to feel that even the best of benches 
had received guidance in a matter of difficulty rather than that 
it had acted independently of, or even contrary to, the advice 
of such a clerk. It follows that, given a competent bench 
served by the right type of clerk there is really no reason to 
object to his retirement with the magistrates.” 


This extract calls attention to another point, which at the risk 
of labouring the matter ought to be dealt with. It speaks of 
“ conferences which cannot be overheard ™ taking place between 
the justices and their clerk in the court itself. The writer asks 
what difference there can be in effect upon the minds of the parties 
and the public between such conferences actually seen to take 
place, and the possibility or even the probability of other similar 
conferences behind closed doors. 

A discussion of this subject is not complete without a reference 
to the cases of R. v. Sussex Justices, ex parte McCarthy (1924) 
88 J.P. 3 and R. v. Essex Justices, ex parte Perkins (1927) 91 
J.P. 94. We have deliberately avoided the opportunity of 
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private, and that the magistrates do not always have the advan- 
tage which a jury has, of having both sides presented by an 
advocate, and never that of a summing-up by a trained legal mind 
which is the invariable conclusion of the simplest contested 
case in the higher courts 

Some courts may even take the view that because the dictum 
The Lord Chief Justice has 
Wheatley [1949] 2 All E.R 
justices to the 


is obiter it need not be followed 
himself in the case of Wheatley v 
428; 113 J.P. 459, called the attention of 
limitation of the effect of such an expression of opinion. In 
that case a substantive decision of the Divisional Court had been 
disapproved in an obiter dictum of the Court of Appeal, and 
because of that disapproval was not followed by a bench of 
magistrates. Subsequently, in the case referred to, the Divisional 
Court quashed the magistrates’ decision, pointing out that the 
earlier decision was not over-ruled. In the present case, how 
ever, there is (as yet) no substantive approval by the courts of 
the practice criticized by the Lord Chief Justice, so that it would 
probably be thought to be unsafe to disregard what he has said 
In any case, it is not the function of this article, and very far 
from the intention of its author, to offer advice upon the pro- 
cedure to be followed ; it is essentially a matter for each bench 
of justices to work out for themselves. We do not even presume 
to be imparting information, because nothing has been written 
which is not common knowledge among magistrates and thei 
clerks throughout the country. We have merely ventured to 
put upon record the reasons for a widespread disquiet which has 
been occasioned by a judicial effect of 
which may well be the reverse of what was intended. Let it not 
be thought for a moment that this disquiet owes anything to 
any addition to the sometimes difficult task of the great body 
of lay justices—they will say at once that that does not matter 
or to any imagined loss of dignity on the part of the clerks 
that would matter even less. What does matter is the adverse 
effect it upon the proper administration of justice 
in the magistrates’ courts and upon the respect of the public 
for that administration 
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* One for the road and he pours out the stuff 
But the road has already had more than enough 


REFLECTION 
“Tis ordered well that Man should not return 
Nor know how fares what he has left behind 
He can but little of advantage learn 
And only fault and disappointment find 
No triumph e’er compared with glories gone 
The critic leaves—but still the play goes on 
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l 
That the other side will surely have to pay 
The costs of today 


> 


That the Judge must surely know 
The actual /ocus in quo 


> 
} 


That because one counsel is paid twice as much as the other 


He must be twice as good as his learned brother 


4 
That although some things are still rather erratic 
Discretion has now become almost automatic 
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DRAFTING A LEASE 


By “ ESSEX ” 


The tables set out below are intended to enable a draftsman 
to improve on the hit or miss method of drafting by selecting 
“ by eye,” from a book or file of precedents, the leases or parts 
of leases which best seem to fit the need. Instead, a “ rule” is 
to be used so that the appropriate clauses can be selected 
with confidence and yet without hesitation. A few preparatory 
words are expedient. It is assumed that the instructions of the 
client have been taken, be he an individual, the board of a com- 
pany Or statutory body, or the committee of a local authority 
In most cases those instructions will have gone into very little 
detail and the solicitor or his clerk using these tables is, as it were, 
acting an interview at which further and better instructions are 
obtained, but he is playing both parts himself. At the end of the 
interview, if he has instructed himself competently, he will be 
iN a position to dictate the complete draft lease without any 
pauses ; further, he will have arrived at that position in the 
shortest possible time 


The first question to be decided is whether the document is to 
be a lease under seal, a tenancy agreement under hand, an execu- 
tory agreement to be followed by a second document later, or 
even a licence and not a lease at all. There are advantages in the 
latter apart from the financial saving on stamp duties, and yet 
many leases are granted when the needs of both parties could have 
been adequately met by a licence. A rough guide is whether there 
is a need to lock the premises against the landlord (in contrast to 
a right to use and lock a cupboard such as will suffice, for 
example, for a football club) or a need to be allowed to alter 
the premises or their decoration. If the parties are in a position 
to be able to trust one another with certainty, the reference to the 
financial payments can be omitted from the licence and no liability 
to stamp duty will arise unless there are covenants, when 6d. or 
10s. agreement duty will be payable. That introduces a further 
point solicitors to corporations must decide: in the case of a 
licence, though not a lease, it is cheaper to make the document 
one to be executed under the hand of an agent rather than one 
to which the seal must be affixed ; in both cases it is simpler 

The first table lists all common form clauses from which 
selection should be made by ticks in the right-hand margin 
The second table, useful to ensure that no material part of the 
first half of the document is left out, can than be similarly 
dealt with. Both tables can well be stocked in the office in a 
printed or duplicated form ; a refinement that is worth its weight 
in gold is to add the page number of the favourite precedent 
for each clause before so printing the tables. Clauses special 
to a particular occasion such as the granting of a lease of a 
farm will not be likely to be overlooked and there is, therefore, 
no reference to them in the tables now appended, but in an office 
frequently needing precedents of farm or any other special 
types of lease it would be worth while spending half an hour in 
preparing an extra section to add to Table I 

1. Clauses in Leases 


Tick when 
selected 
X-tick when 
dictated 


Reference to 


Clauses Precedents 


PARCELS 
(1) Land 
(2) Exceptions and Additions. (a) mess- 
uage and outbuildings (4) premises 
(c) use of outbuilding 
» conveniences 
» »» corridors and stairs 
» » drive way 


Tick when 
selected 

X-tick when 
dictoted 


Reference to 


Clauses Precedents 


PARCELS (contd) 
(d) easements of way 
» drainage 
» Support 
- » eavesdrop 
” » light and air 


COVENANTS IN RESPECT OF 
REPAIRS: LANDLORD OR TENANT 
(1) (a) The whole premises 

(5) Interior only 
(2) (a) Good and tenantable repair 

(4) Condition now in — schedule 

(c) with exception of War Damage 

(d) paper and paint 

To pay proportion of repair to walls, 


State ‘L" or 
‘T 


etc. 

To permit landlord to enter to view 
condition of premises and to 
repair on notice 

To execute works required by local 
authority 
permit lessor to enter to repair 
adjoining premises 
permit lessor to enter and do 
repairs required by head lease 
expend a minimum sum on 
repairs 

COVENANTS TENANT 
Rent 
To pay inclusive/exclusive 
Rates, taxes, outgoings 
(1) Full covenant to pay 
(2) Qualified covenant to pay 
(3) To pay increased rent on increase 
of rates where landlord pays 
rates 
(4) To pay charges for services 
Alterations 
(1) Not to make without consent 
(2) Not to cut or maim walls, etc. 
(3) To reinstate alterations made in 
breach of covenant 

Insurance 

(1) (a) To insure 

(6) To pay landlord premiums 

paid for insurance 

(2) Not to avoid insurance 

(3) To rebuild in case of fire 

(4) To apply in rebuilding money 
received from insurance not 
covenanted to be effected 

Assignment 

(1) Not to assign or underlet 
(i) directly or indirectly 
(ii) without written consent 
(2) To register assignments 
(3) To give lessor notice of assign- 
ment of lease 

Law of Property Act, 1925, s. 146 

To pay landlord's costs incidental to 
notice 

User 

(1) To use only for 

(2) Not to carry on specified trades 

(3) Against nuisance or annoyance to 
lessor or his tenants or neigh- 
bours 

(4) Against obstructions of light and 
air 
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n Tick when 
f selected 
k when Title of part Brief wording X-tick when 
i dictated 
COVENANTS TENANI f Parties which expression shall where the , 
(contd.) context so admits include (a) his (a) 
successors in title (+) the persons (>) 
deriving tithe under him (cy) his (c) 
assigns (d¢) the person for the ( 
time being entitled to the reversion 
immediately expectant on the deter- 
mination of the term hereby created 
(a) by’by the hand of/acting by 
hereinafter called the Clerk 
Director* 
(5) trading as &Co 
hereinafter called the landlord ten- 
ant’ (-) company’ (-) Council* 
Recitals authority of individuals signing on 
behalf of unincorporated associa- 
ation to do so* 
Testatum 7. (a2) Now in consideration of the 
rent(s) hereby resvd. and of 
the tenants covts. heremafter 
contained this deed witnesseth 
To apply in rebuilding ' as follows 
ceive ror rar and ae 1. The landlord etc 
Now this deed witnesseth as 
follows 1. (In consideration 
cont.) the landlord etc 
All that those (short 
particulars whereof are set out 
m the (Ist*) schedule hereto) 
(+) the premises described in the 
(ist*) schedule hereto 
OPTION CLAUSES (All which (said piece of parcel of 
won On an r land*) as is (with the (dimensions 
and) abuttals thereof) (a) shown 
on the plan drawn in the margin 
, hereof annexed hereto 
tenar ption « ‘ (6) more particularly delineated(and 
lemused premises described (by pink colour)) on 
Of tenant to furth ’ the plan attached to this Deed 
m the same terms (and thereon coloured ) 
the same terms (c) Situate at and particu- 
further term larly described in the (Ist*) 
Schedule hereto and delineated 
PROVISOS in the map drawn on these pre- 
sents annexed hereto and there- 
on coloured 
(a) By way of identification and not 
so as to limit or enlarge the 
hereinbefore written descrip- 
tion thereof 
tenancy if prer f (6) By way of description only and 
demned or use forbidde not of limitation or con- 
petent authority veyance 
Por determination of tenancy (a) (And) Together (also) with 
(+) (And) Except (nevertheless out 
of this demise and (always)) 
Reserved Reserving (unto the 
the lessor (nevertheless out of 
this demise )) the full right of ‘full 
right and liberty in common 
with the tenant and all other 
persons thereto entitled auth- 
orised by him 
Tick when Habendum _— 12. (a) To hold the same unto the ten- 
ant from the day of 


LANDLORD'S COVENANTS 


To insure and ret 





of rent 


© COMPLY 


(co) breach of covenant 
For suspension of rent in case 


For cesser of 


currency on ( 
or 

Por service of notice 

For arbitratwr 


Il. Formal Parts of Lease 


Title of part 
(6) On a weekly tenancy 
(a) for the term of years 
Title and ' ia s Lease ord demise (and thereafter as (c)}) 
until the 
Operative 


Words take Footnotes 
t 1. * or as the case may be 
j 2. Where alternatives are shown by oblique stroke or brackets 
Parties 2. (a hy who pal teres choice must be indicated by striking out in body as well as 
ticking tn right hand margin 
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Tick when 
selected 
X-tick when 
dictated 


Title of part Brief wording 


Habdenum 
(contd.) 


from year* to year* until (the 
tenancy shall be) determined 
(at the end of the first or any 
subsequent year*) by three 
months’* previous notice in 
writing given by either* party to 
the other 
Paying therefor (yearly*) (and 
proportionately for any fraction 
of a year) during the said term 

(>) at the weekly* rent of £ 

(a) the yearly* rent of £ 

(bh) £ 

tor 


Reddendum 


by equal (quarterly *) payments 

(to be made/due payable and re- 

coverable) (half yearly*) (in ad- 

vance) (for the quarter* next suc- 

ceeding each of the said days re- 

spectively) 

(a) on the usual quarter 
days ~eve;ry 

(5) on and year 

(a) (of which) the first (of such pay- 

ments) shall to be made on 

the day of commencement of the 

tenancy'the execution/of these 

presents, hereof 

(6) commencing on 


WEEKLY 


COURT OF APPEAL 
(Before Singleton, Denning and Romer, L.JJ.) 
MINISTER OF HOUSING AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
AND ANOTHER. Ex parte HOVE CORPORATION 
June 23, 24, 25, 1952 
Nationalization— Vesting of property in British Electricity 
Authority —- Authorized undertaker a local authority—Property held 
in capacity as authorized undertaker——Surplus net revenue transfer- 
red to general rate fund but not applicable in aid of local rates 
Electricity Act, 1947 (c. 54), s. 15 (1). 
APPLICATION for an order of certiorari 
By s. 14 of the Electricity Act, 1947, all property, rights and liabilities 
of electricity undertakers to whom the Act applied were to vest in 
the British Electricity Authority on April 1, 1948, but in the case of 
undertakers who were local authorities, s. 15 (1) of the Act provided 
that s. 14 should apply only to property held or used by the local 
authority wholly or mainly in their capacity as authorized undertakers, 
and rights, liabilities and obligations acquired or incurred by the 
local authority in the said capacity 
Among the assets of Hove Corporation at the vesting date was a 
sum of £17,520 9s. 3d. representing net surplus revenue which had 
accrued from its electricity undertaking and had been transferred to 
the general rate fund in pursuance of s. 185 (1) of the Local Govern- 
ment Act, 1933. Section 194 of that Act provided that nothing in 
s. 185 should be deemed to require or authorize a local authority to 
apply or dispose of the surplus revenue arising from any undertaking 
carried on by them otherwise than in accordance with the provisions 
of any enactment or statutory order relating to the undertaking 
An enactment which related to the Hove Corporation's electricity 
undertaking was s. 7 of the Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899, as 
amended by s. 43 and sch. V of the Electricity Supply, 1926, and 
under the provisions thereof Hove Corporation was unable to apply 
the said sum in aid of the local rates, but was bound to hold the money 
for certain purposes of its electricity undertaking 
The question whether the sum of moncy in question vested in the 
British Electricity Authority was referred to the Minister (who was 
then the Minister of Local Government and Planning) under s. 15 (3) 
of the Electricity Act, 1947, who determined that the sum was property 
held, or rights acquired, by the corporation wholly or mainly in its 
capacity as an authorized undertaker, and so vested in the British 
Electricity Authority 
Hove Corporation moved the Queen's Bench Divisional Court for 


in each 


R. » 


Electricity 
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Tick when | 


| 


selected 
X-tick when 
dictated 


Title Brief wording 


of part 


(c) the first of such payments hav- 
ing been made in advance 
prior to the execution of this 
lease for the quarter* ending 
on the inst. 

. (a) Andevery subsequent quarter's 
rent/payment to be etc. 

(6) And thenceforward 

See 20 

And the last to 

quarter® in advance 

(to be paid) (in each case) without 

any deduction (whatsoever) except 

for 

(a) landlord’s property tax (and 

such further deductions if any as 

may lawfully be made in respect 
of ) 

(6) such deductions as the tenant 
may be authorized by law to 
make notwithstanding any 
contract to the contrary 

. See 20 


Reddendum 
(contd.) 


be made one 


F ootnotes 
1. * or as the case may be 
2. Where alternatives are shown by oblique stroke or brackets 
choice must be indicated by striking out in body as well as 
ticking in right hand margin 


[ Reprints of this article are available from the Publishers, price Is. each. ] 


NOTES OF CASES 


leave to apply for certiorari to bring up and quash the Minister's 
determination, but the court refused leave. The corporation now 
appealed to the Court of Appeal 

Held, that, as the corporation was bound to hold the money for 
the purpose of its electricity undertaking, it was property which it 
held wholly or mainly in its capacity as an authorized undertaker, 
and which vested in the British Electricity Authority. 

Application dismissed. 

Counsel : Capewell, Q.C., and Squibb, for the corporation ; J. P. 
Ashworth for the Minister ; Willis, Q.C., and H. Patrick Stirling, for 
the British Electricity Authority 

Solicitors : Sharpe, Pritchard & Co., agents for John E. Stevens, 
town clerk, Hove ; Solicitor, Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment ; R. A. Finn, Solicitor, British Electricity Authority. 

(Reported by C. N. Beattie, Esq., Barrister-at-Law.) 


CHANCERY DIVISION 
(Wynn-Parry, J.) 
NORTH-EASTERN GAS BOARD y. LEEDS CORPORATION 
May 27, 1952 
Vesting of assets in area gas board— Undertaking 
formerly maintained by local authority—Expenses and receipts of 
undertaking to be paid out of and into general rate fund—Authority 
directed “ to show under a separate heading or division” accounts 
of their undertakings—Power to provide reserve fund in respect of 
undertaking—Deficit in undertaking’s account on date of property 
vesting in gas board under Gas Act, 1948—Liability of authority to 
account to gas board for surplus revenue of undertaking transferred 
in 1947 to general rate fund—Leeds Corporation (Consolidation) Act, 
1905 (c. i), s. 54, s. 337, s. 338 
By the Leeds Corporation (Consolidation) Act, 1905, s. 54, all the 
receipts of the corporation’s gas undertaking were to be paid into 
the general rate fund, all expenses in respect of the undertaking were 
to be paid out of that fund, and the corporation were to “ keep as 
part of their accounts a separate account as in this Act hereinafter 
provided.” The Act contained similar provisions in regard to other 
undertakings of the corporation. By s. 337 the corporation were 
required to “ keep their accounts so as to show under a separate 
heading or division in respect of each of ” five named undertakings, 
including the gas undertaking, certain specified matters, ¢.g., (a) the 


Gas— Nationalization 
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the enthusiasm of 
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1d complained of the 
$s views he quoted the criticisms levelled in 
ocedure by the Civil Service representatives o 
party concerned with the Local Gover 
Referring to the lack of settled policy 
iuthorit he wondered whether there should be a Policy 
» review annually the whole field of the authority's 
orward recommendations in general terms 
ouncil should be. He admitted, however 
ttee would involve many diffic 
closely divided politically 
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are defined as persons (natural or juridical) who at the 

Agreement possess Austrian nationality and 

are resident or carrying Austria and whose money or 

yroperty the United Kingdom came under because 
ure or have been resident or carrying on business in Austria 


persons ”" who 
coming into force of the 
on business in 


control solely 


pplication may also be made by Austrian nationals resident 

Austria the date of the Agreement for the return of their 

or property under control. Such application should be made 

form to be obtained from the Board of Trade, Administration 

of Enemy Property Department, Branch 4, Lacon House, Theobalds 
Road, London, W.C.1 

6. In a Note which supplements the Agreement and ts published 

the Austrian Government announce their intention of 

ating the settlement of pre-war sterling debts due to “ persons 

United Kingdom ™ (a term which ts to be understood as meaning 

persons resident or carrying on business in the United Kingdom on 

or before September 3, 1939") and of making sterling available for 

r for that purpose on an equitable basis to an amount at least 

to that passing to the Austrian Government under the Agree- 

in the Agreement itself the Austrian Government undertake 

United Kingdom persons” (see paragraph 8 below) to 

trace the Austrian persons who are their debtors, to facilitate payment 

and transfer and to consider action for the removal of legal obstacles 

arising from the state of war which may prevent an equitable settlement 


on 


assist 


outstanding indebtedness 
7 The Agreement further provides that the Austrian Government 

subject to provisions of Austrian legislation, facilitate the 
interests in Austria and of such money 
und property (as it now exists) in Austria as are still unrestored and 

United Kingdom persons ™ para. 8 below). The 
Government undertakes subject to Austnan foreign 
legislation, to accord to United Kingdom persons such 
is accorded to Austrian persons as respects loss of or 
property in Austria by reason of the state of 
the German occupation of Austra 

It should be noted that the Agreement applies only to * United 
izdom persons who are defined as persons (natural or juridical) 
ose money or property have been subject in Austria to special 
they were resident or carrying on business 


the 

tution of such rights and 
belong to (see 
Austrian 


exchange 


also 


reatment as 


[ idice to money or 


or ot 


hecause 
he United Kingdom 
Kingdom defined who think they 
ive claims for the money and property in Austria 
hould write direct to the Legal Department, British Embassy, Vienna. 


casures 


’ United persons as above 


restitution of 


10. Persons in the United Kingdom (see para. 6) who had pre-war 
terling debts due to them and think they may have claims under the 
Supplementary Note should communicate their claims to the Austrian 
18 Belgrave Square, London, S.W.1, using for this purpose 
forma which will be forwarded to them by the Embassy on 

It is pointed out that it is in the interest of the creditors to 
this notification of their claims as soon as possible 


DaSssy 


RESTRICTIONS ON INDONESIAN ASSETS IN 
UNITED KINGDOM REMOVED 
Control over money and property in the United Kingdom of persons 
lent in Indonesia has been removed by a Board of Trade Order. 
The Order removes control exercised under the Trading with the 
Enemy Act, 1939, and other Orders, in respect of money and property 
came under such control solely because the owner was resident 
or carrying on business in Indonesia The Order, however, does not 
vithout supplementary action affect the position of such of the money 
property as has been actually paid to or vested in a Custodian of 
Enemy Property, o1 Administrator 
Enemy Property 
Money and bank balances payable by bankers to or for the benefit 
f Indonesian residents will immediately be released by the Custodians 
Property to United Kingdom banks for the credit of the 
int holder, except in cases here the holder or any of the 
when further legal formalities are required 


} t 
vnc 


has come under the control of an 


Enen 


died 
Application for the release of other Indonesian money and property 
able to the owner should be made to the Administration of 
emy Property Department (Branch 4), Lacon House, Theobalds 
id, London, W.C.1 
Secretaries, Registrars and others concerned with the 
managing of property or with the transfer of securities or 
Indonesian residents should note that no authority 
Trading with the Enemy 


t holders ha 


Company 
Iding or 
er properties or 
such 


ation 


es is now required under 


activi 


The r Order giving effect to these changes is the Trading 
with the Enemy (Enemy Territory Cessation) (Indonesia) Order, 1952 
(S.1. 1246 1952), which came into operation on June 26, 1952. 
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Harold 
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Pratt and Mackenzie's Law of Highways. Nineteenth Edition 
Parrish assisted by Patrick Freeman. Butterworth & Co. (Pu 
Lid. and Shaw & Sons, Ltd. Price £6 6s. net 

A troublesome gay the work i ally 
those engaged « crnrm than 
was’ at all md 
Mackenzu } mork fr rds 
It was expect f i i war i ler 
Lord ¢ 
Govern 
and Drugs A 
explanatio 
Act 
against productx 
thirties Ther 
case law Tt 
longer held 
is bemg dor 
likely th ‘ 
Parhament 
therefore 
deal with 
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some time | 


helrr 


f ood 


upon of 


Compar 
Amulrex 
unmanagt 
Scholetield 
his service 
he bore 
converier 
of pruning 

In the ed 
had the 
with the he 
preface), ha 
anything that 


Although highway 
any other main bra 
gotten that all the Acts 
backcloth woven by the 
Points we find it constantly necessary to cmpnhasizc ‘ 
conceptions, such as dedication and the hability of the | 
large, are still fundamental, despite 
which themselves are often of respectable antiquity 
Mackenzie has always been strong upon the common law fo 
and it is satisfactory to find these still stressed, and fully treated, 
by Mr. Parrish and Mr. Freeman in this new edition. The first 140 
Pages are, substantially, an essay upon the law as settled by the courts, 
translating ancient usage into modern terms, leading up to the Highway 
Act, 1835, and merging into the statute law as thereafter developed 
As Bovill, C_J., said in the quaintly named case of R. v. Inhabitants of 
the Upper Half Hundred of Chart and Longbridge (1870) 22 L.T. 416, 
the Act of 1835 “ contains nothing to take away liabilities expressly 
imposed by previous legislation title 
shows, a consolidating and amending Act vhich it 
amended were, themselves, mostly minor enactments left the 
essentials of case law (and early principle) unimpaired The five 
page preliminary note, to the Act of 1835 and its is not 
easy reading, but ts a masterpiece of compressed legal history 
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usable 
law has a statu t ry rer of 
of local government lav > for- 
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modifications and 


It was, in truth, as its long 
but the earlier Acts 
which 


SUCCESSOTS 


We have spoken above of the reduction in bulk the pre- 
sent edition, notwithstanding the new matter which dt > included. 
The learned editors in their preface part rex wr this 
desirable reduction to sleight of hand by the nters, 
and our first impression, upon reaching the anr which 
form the bulk of the book, was that reduced size t have 
meant some loss of legibility. This is a fault we ly cen- 
sured in post-war legal text-books. Most readers of such bo it is 
probably true to say, are among the optician’s some 
have no longer the resilience of youth. Ease of handling, b cing a 
book's weight, can therefore be too dearly purc! fault 
has been especially found, in our post-war experience, where a publisher 
has cut down the size of type for the text, in an annotated text 
book, to the size of that used for the notes, or has sought to offset this 
first mistake by cutting down the size of type in notes, too far. At 
first glance, we feared that this had happened here, for the annotated 
statutes have certainly been set up without waste of space to say the 


give 


we hav 


stomer 


used I 


least 
have Deen 
got mit 
versed it 


proved surface of the 


This has been increased by tors, who have broken up old 
notes and inserted headlines wherever this would help the reader. In a 
book like this which will not only be a work of reference 
upon the f, but will also be the daily companion of many busy 
lawyers on ulway train, this care [ 
(coupled with comparative a 


(and 


But after | sing a few pages we the criticism would 

t Though a good deal of re g matter has been 
something (which eludes reader who is not 
ilies of book produ perhaps it is an im 
paper) has ensured a perfect clarity 
the edi 
standard 
she 
the desk or in the r the evesight 
portance 
local 
1 famili ind will 
these more happily set 


bsence of weight) is of eres n 


! this iv t 


Users of earlier editions our 


governme saders) will be pleased to fir 
at the ne be helped by finding m of 
; 


out and more succinctly expressed 


This digress format sprang from mer 
Act Of the other statutes selected for ind annotation 
wholly or in part, ending with the New Streets Act, 1951, roughly half 
fall within the first eighty-five years after 1835, and roughly f come 
since the first world war. Seventeen of these have been passed since 
the last edition of the book. And of the new statutes some are very 
difficult to follow without editorial guidance the Public 
Utilities Street Works Act, 1950, and the New Streets Act, 1951, 
already mentioned The editors have had here a doubly hard and 
rather invidious task : the core of the work, on its statutory side as 
well as upon the common law, still consists of the statutes annotated so 
fully by Sir Joshua Scholefield in the last pre-war edition, and those 
notes it was desired to leave, so far as they still represented the law 
On the one hand, they called for complete recension, which they have 
received ; on the other hand, noting of the new statutes co 
not be based upon the work of earlier editors. The present editors 
were, accordingly, confronted with the dual task, of saving the old 
where still appropriate and welding the new on to it. The operation has 
been performed most skilfully and, it is good to see, without the 
constant reference from one note to another, which ts a besetting temp- 
tation of the text-book writer, and especially so when a major work 
has grown by accretion through several editions 


on upon ion of the Highway 


183) clusion 


witness 


id obviously 


Another difficult task lay in selection. Highway law impinges on 
quite a number of other branches of law and administration, and it 
would have been easy to swell the book to its previous thickness by 
including related Acts and statutory instruments to which the reader 
of this work will wish to refer—in which case its “ encyclopaedic ™ 
character would have returned to it, but (because of the smaller type 
and extra material) would have done so in an aggravated form. The 
editors have faced this risk courageously, by telling readers where to 
look for supplementary information, in statutory instruments or in 
other standard text books, instead of loading this book with it. This 
will be facilitated from now onward by the existence of Halsbury's 
Statutory Instruments It would be ungracious to suggest that in the 
(too long) interval of waiting for this edition of Pratt and Mackenzie 
the highway lawyer has been helpless. There have, for instance, been 
the statutes treated in Local Government Law and Legislation, and there 
has been, above all, the long article on ** Highways " in Ha/shury’s Laws 
of England; the lawyer who owned or had access to that volume of 
Halsbury, with Halsbury’s Statutes, and their respective supplements, 
had no excuse for going far wrong. But it had for years been a matter 
of searching from a main work to a supplement, with a steadily increas- 
ing shift of emphasis to the lattér. This is excellent training for the 
young practitioner, but for the busy man (though it is much better than 
having to seek out one’s new law without such modern aids) cannot 
be wholly satisfactory, if only because of that it involves 
The legal public has, therefore, every pleased that Pratt 
and Macken has come back in ; p By way of 
final comment, we may ca te rt nif > table of 
tents, much fuller thar been rearranged in 
modern form with bl ble of statutes has 

! iragraph 


table « ‘ lov he practice of giving all 


reason 
tion 
ion 


con 


been conveniently broken years as p 
divisions, and the 
alternative references, a pract t ’ readers of our reviews 
know) we attach great value, since fev wvyers outside the larger towns 
can have access to more than one of two sets of With these 
semi-mechanical but important aids, and the table of contents in 
which each topic is named in occurrence with unusual particu- 
larity, the apparatus for ready referen $ as complete as the text is 
reliable. It is a work on which edit publishers can be congratu- 
lated, and one which every local government office or set of chambers 


should possess 


reports 


rder 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


RENT RESTRICTIONS ACTS AND GENTLEMEN'S 


AGREEMENTS 
alway 4 t to find one’s views confirmed 


pon 4 ministerial statement in 


and that pleasure 

ollowing the House 

se 24 

nave 
The 


appeared from my pen in the past four ye 

Rent Restrictions Acts” and, respectively 
itled (1) “ A Gentleman's Agreement,” (2) “ Another Gentle 
Agreement and an Analogy,” and (3) “ Gentleman's Agree 
When Good and When Not,” and appearing in The Jus! 

of the Peace of November 6, 1948, March 13, 1949, and July 16, 1949 

respectively 

On June 24 of this year Mr. E. Davies, M.P., asked Mr 
the Minister of Housing and Local Government 


titled as of 


Macmiullar 


“ What action was being taken to prevent property companies 
exerting pressure on tenants to pay higher rents.” In pursuit of that 
question he added These companies are exercising intimidation 
over tenants, the implication of which is that if they do not sign th 
agreements they will be in danger of eviction if the Rent Restrictior 
Acts are revised.” 


Mr. Macmillan’s reply was at once clear and to the point. He said 


“That the tenant was fairly well protected and need not pay 
increased rent. It not wrong for a tenant to make a voluntary 
addition to his rent, and in some cases tenants had done so, especially 
where services provided as part of the rent had risen in cost. What was 
wrong was for pressure to be brought.” 


was 


This authoritative statement is most welcome ; and from now on- 
ward tenants will know precisely where they stand in this important 
matter 

I am Sur, 
Yours 
L.G 


faithfully, 
H. HORTON-SMITH 
5 Paper Buildings, 
Temple, London, E.C.4 
June 28, 1952 
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HONOUR 
Birthday Honours Lis: printed at p. 378, ante, we on i 
¢ of Alderman Harold Jackson, LL.B., of Shetheld 
honou knighthood. A former Lord Mayor 
and past president of the Association of Education Cx 
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APPOINTMENTS 

The Lord Chancellor has appointed Mr 
Assistant-Registrar of County Courts. He 
Birmingham County Court 


E. ¢ 


will be 


Lewis to be ar 
attached to the 


Mr. G. M. Porter, Assistant Solicitor to Crewe Corporation, has 
been appointed Deputy Town Clerk of Workington 


Mr. M. T. Nash, Senior Accountancy Assistant to the River Wye 
Catchment Board for the past six and a half years, is shortly taking 
up an appointment as Chief Finance Assistant with the Somerset 
River Board 


RETIREMENT 
Mr. John Bennett, borough treasurer of Nuneaton since 1922, is to 
retire on September 30 
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Second Edition Order Now 


Notes on 
JUVENILE 
COURT LAW 


By A. C. L. MORRISON, C.B.E, 


Senior Chief Clerk of the 
Vetropolitan Magistrates’ Courts 


This summary by Mr. A. C. L. Morrison, C.B.E., 
was, when first published in April, 1942, so well 
received that it had to be reprinted many times. 
For the present edition, not only has the Summary 
been rewritten and recast throughout, but the 
format has also been changed, and it will now 
slip easily into the pocket. Board covers. 


Formerly 


Prices: 2s. 6d. per copy, postage and packing 6d. 
In bulk (posting and packing free): 10 copies 
for £1 1s., 25 copies for £2 6s., and 50 copies 
for £4 


Justice of the Peace Ltd. 
Little London, Chichester. 











The Grimmest HE Ex-Services Welfare Society 


was founded in 1919 and exists 

for men and women of all 
Branches of H.M. Forces, includ- 
ing the Merchant Navy, suffering 
from War Psychoses and Neuroses. 

The Organization supplements 
the work of the State 2d local 
Authorities, on behalf of 26,000 
ex-Service men and women now in 
Mental Hospuitals,and over 120,000 
other sufferers. It undertakes 
their general welfare in all its 
aspects. It maintains its own 
Curative Homes, and in addition 
an Industrial Centre where re- 
covered patients work under 
Sheltered conditions. 

The Society receives no State 
aid, and is the only one that deals 
exclusively with ex-Service men 
and women suffering from this 
form of war wound. 

Over £60,000 is required yearly. 


Tragedy of 


Modern War 


The 
MENTALLY 
and 
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SHATTERED 


DISABLED 


Please help this work bv Legacy, Subscription or Donation 


Tue Ex-Services Wetrane Society 


President 
Field-Marsha! The Lord 
WILSON OF LIBYA 
ocs, CBB, Ds0 


TEMPLE CHAMBERS, TEMPLE AVENUE, LONDON, E.C.4 


( Registered in accordance 
with the National Assist- 
ance Act, 194%) 
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Griffith Llewelyn Williams, Moneifion, Liangristiolus 
Hugh Humphrey Owen Williams, Bodrwnsiwn, Rhosneigr 
Mrs. Irene Kirkpatrick-Wilson, Trecastell, Beaumaris 
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Jones 


i, Menai Bridge 


Mrs 





GOVERNMENT REVIEW, JULY 


PEACE AND LOCAI 


PRACTICAL POINTS 


Journal. The name and address of the subscriber 
ind should be in duplicate 


blishers of the 
of the paper only, 


All questions for consideration should be addressed to The P 
f yearly and half-vearly subscribers only 
be 


Chichester, Sussex The questions « are answerable in the 
All communications must typewritten or written on one side 


must accompany each communication 


Housing Act, 1949 


Landlord and Tenant 


coor 
change 
otience 
> 
PARA 


all not be 
he register 
the 

d nder s. 3 


ing of different 


premises are 


electricity 
clore not 


ifyes 
ere is a 
has beer 


Husband and Wife 


1904 


\ cence 
c Finance A 


¢, on which no 


compensatio 


fund ha 





462 JUSTICE OF THE PEACI 
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respect of it, and the amou hat would be assessed 45 pa 
hoence were extinguished subject to compensati 
with the amount assessed as monopoly value to be 
monopoly value payable in respect of the new licence 

The suggestion made to our « pondent is correct, but, on 
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roughly ¢ 


set-off 


is not so illogical as it appears at a 


5.—Lecal Government with 


Qua 

An officer of the council retired from the service last year, and on his 
retirement the council agreed that he as a private professional architect 
should complete the housing schemes for which he was originally 
on payment of fees which were agreed. 
oncerned intends 


Act, 1933, s. 59 Ex-offwer nt ing 


council fwwation for electior 


responsible as an officer 
These schemes are not yet completed and the person 
to stand for election as a rural district councillor 

In view of s. $9 (1) (a) of the Local Government Act, 1933, will you 
kindly give me your opinion as to whether this ex-officer is disqualified 
for being clected or being a member of the local authority Fair. 


Answer 

It appears that the retired officer concerned will be acting on a 
purely professional basis as an architect in return for professional fees 
agreed after his retirement. In such circumstances he is not, in our 
opinion, disqualified by s. $9 (1) (a) of the Local Government Act, 1933. 
6.-Lecal Government Act, 1933, s. 163-—— Appropriation—-Tenancies 

protected by the Rent Restrictions Acts 

Please refer to 115 J.P.N. 434, 465, and 725, from which it appears 
that premises subject to the Rent Restriction Acts can be acquired 
free from the restrictive provisions of these Acts whether a local 
authority is proceeding by way of compulséry purchase or under an 
Act which applies s. 121 of the Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845, 
and advise whether an appropriation to another purpose made by a 
local authority under s. 163 of the Local Government Act, 1933, 
of the whole or part of a dwellinghouse subject to the Rent Acts 
can (despite s. 163 (1) (i)) achieve the same effect in relation to the 
whole or part of the dwellinghouse as the case may be. This advice 
with regard to a portion of premises in the ownership of 
vority, subject to the Rent Restrictions Acts by reason of the 
such local authority of a service tenancy, which premises 
thority wish to use for quite another purpose. F.L.C.C., 


s sOougnt 
a local aut! 
creation Dy 


the local au 


An.wer 
If the local authority here were appropriating for housing under 
s. 76 of the Housing Act, 1936, s. 156 of that Act might help, but 
we gather this is not the case. Our Notes of the Week cited, supra, 
(we take the opportunity of saying that those at pp. 434 and 465 
were meant to be consecutive, but became accidentally separated) 
related solely to cases where s. 12! of the Act of 1845 applies. The 
result follows from the statutes. Section 163 of the Act of 1933 
neither contains nor incorporates any similar provisions, though 
subs. (1) (1) mentioned in the query, which relates to covenants, 
and (we think) contractual restrictions, is not im point 
Rating and Valuation—TJenant abandons furniture—Whether 
landlord is occupier after seizing furniture 
I shall be glad to have your opimion on the following query 
A club occupied premises and owing to lack of support, etc., the 
premises were abandoned The keys of the premises were eventually 
sent to the agent for the owners 
Furniture comprising two billiards tables, etc.. were left on the 
premises. These have been sold and the proceeds are now held by 
the agent on behalf of the owners 
Rent was owing by the club. Rates were apportioned to the date 
the club ceased activity, and a further demand was made to the agent 
on behalf of the owners, from the date they took possession of the 
keys to the date the furniture was removed 
By taking possession of the furniture, etc 
are in beneficial occupation and liable for rates as demand 


to them” 


do you agree the owners 
note sent 
Cor. 
dnswer 
As we have so often said, occupation for purposes of rating ts a ques- 
tion of fact. We do not think it has ever been held that a landlord, who 
turns a tenant out and distrains for rent upon furniture found on the 
premises (which is what seems to have happened here, though we are 
not told under what authority the furniture was sold), ts in occupation 
merely because he does not forthwith remove the furniture. We can 
imagine cases where the landlord could be held to be occupying, 
e.#., if he held the furniture there for a long time, but, on any facts 
before us, we do not consider there was rateable occupation by the 
landlord 
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8.—Road Traffic Acts—Traffic signs—* Stop, children crossing” — 
Authority for use by a school teacher— Enforcement 

I should be grateful for your advice on a problem relating to the 
safety of children who have to cross a busy road to get from a tempo- 
rary Classroom to the main school buildings 

Until recently there was a pedestrian crossing but in accordance with 
the new policy of the Minister of Transport this has been abolished. 
The education Committee desire to safeguard the children by putting 
them in charge of a teacher who would hold a portable sign in the 
form of diagram No. 55 in Part IV of the second schedule to the Traffic 
Signs (Size, Colour and Type) Regulations, 1950. Section 48 of the 
Road Traffic Act, 1930, authorizes the Highway Authority to cause 
or permit, traffic signs to be placed on or near any road in their area 
and s. 49 makes it an offence for any person driving or propelling a 
vehicle to fail to conform to the indication given by the sign. 

Will you kindly let me know 

(1) Whether in your opinion a portable sign held by a school- 
teacher would be a traffic sign for the purpose of s. 49 of the Road 
Traffic Act, 1930, to which motorists would be bound to conform. 

(2) Should the person holding the sign be authorized in writing to do 
so by the highway authority ? 

(3) Are there any steps which you would recommend to make 
conformity with the sign compulsory JUVEN. 


Answer 

A sign of this kind may, by the regulations cited, be used only (a) by 
a person duly authorized for the purpose by a highway authority, and 
(6) between the hours of 8.30 a.m. and 5 p.m., or half an hour after 
sunset, whichever is the later. 

The answers, therefore, are : 

(1) Yes, if the teacher is duly authorized as in (a) above and if (5) 
above is observed. 

(2) Yes. 

(3) If the sign is duly displayed as above failure to comply with it 
is an offence against s. 49 of the 1930 Act and can be dealt with 
accordingly. 





Defence 
for the 
Defenceless 


A farsighted plan, prepared by The Salvation Army in 1908, 
to provide free legal defence for the poor, was part of Wilham 
Booth’s greater plan—to defend them from misery and 
despair 

Through the years, The Army has resolutely pioneered and 
developed many social welfare schemes. Such work it has 
always believed to be an essential expression of practical 
Christianity. Recent outstanding achievements are the 
homes for wayward children, and the “ Mayflower" Train- 
ing Home for neglectful mothers, the first of its kind in 
Britain 

In developing new schemes and maintaining established 
activities, The Salvation Army depends upon individual 
generosity. Donations and bequests are earnestly sought. 

For further information write to General Orsborn, 
101, Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C.4. 


THERE’S NEED— 


The 
Salvation Army 


WHERE 
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OFFICIAL AND CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS, ETC, (contd.) 


REDBURY AND 
DISTRICT 


ROMILEY 
COUNCHII 


LRBAN 


Appointment of Clerk of the Council 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the above 
mentioned appointment at a salary of £1,000 
per annum, rising, subject to 

service, by annual increments of 
maximum salary of £1,200 per annum 


Satislactk 


£50 to 


‘ 


The person appointed must not be over 45 
years of age and must possess administrative 
ability and wide experience in local 
ment. Legal qualificatians will be an advan- 
tage. He will be required to carry out ali 
statutory or other duties devolving upon him 
or assigned to him by the Council. He will 
be required to act as Registrar of Local Land 
Charges and Returning Officer at local 
elections. 


gover 


All fees, emoluments and payments of any 
kind (with the exception of the fees received 
as Returning Officer for Local Elections) shall 
be paid to the credit of the Council's account 
Applicants are invited to apply to the under 
signed for further particulars in connection 
with the appointment 


The appointment will be subject to 

(a) The provisions of the Local Govern 
ment Superannuation Act, 1937 

(+) A satisfactory medical examination 

(c) Three months’ notice in writing on 
either side 

(d) The conditions of service laid 
in the recommendations of the Joint 
Negotiating Committee for Town 
Clerks and District Council Clerks 


dowr 


Applications, stating age, present and previ- 
Ous appointments, qualifications, and accom- 
panied by copies of three recent testimonials 
endorsed “Clerk,” must reach the under- 
signed not later than August 30, 1952 


Canvassing, directly or indirectly, will 


disqualify 

Candidates must disclose whether they are 
related to any member or senior officer of the 
Council 

Tr. BARON KENYON 
Clerk of the Council 

Council Offices, 

Bredbury, 

Near Stockport. 


c™ AND COUNTY OF BRISTOL 


Magistrates’ Clerk's Office 


Officer in Charge of Collecting Officer's 


department 
APPLICATIONS are invited for the above 
appointment Salary commensurate with 
A.P.T. Grade Via) (£600 x £20—£660). The 
person appointed will be required to organize 
and control the work of the Collecting Officer's 
Department in the Magistrates’ Clerk's Office 
The appointment will be subject to passing a 
medical examination and to deductions under 
a superannuation scheme. 

Applications, stating age, qualifications and 
experience, and giving the names of two 
referees, should be received by the undersigned 
not later than August 5, 1952 


Envelopes to be 
Officer.” 


marked “* Collecting 
4. J. A. ORME, 
Clerk to the Justices 
Court House, 


Bridewell Street, Bristol, 1 


| 
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L. BARLOW 


Dep Clerk 


to the City 


Justices 


NOTTINGHAM 


Ou OF 


Full-time 
Officer 


Appointment of Female Probation 


APPLICATIONS ar ted for the appoint 
ment of a full-time Female Probation Officer 
twenty-three 
except in the 


than 


5 of age 


Applicar 
me or 
tion officer 
be biect to the 
ind 1950, and the 
the scale prescribed 
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W.M.R. LEWIS, 
Secretary of the 
Probation Committee 


Boro GH OF TAUNTON 


Assistant Solicitor 


APPLICATIONS are invited from expert- 
r i ‘ for the appointment of Assis- 
Salary A.P.i. Grade VIII 
Previc local government 
| Conditions of 
form may be 
lersigned, to whom they 
before August 9, 1952 

! housing 


cauior 


be given to 
ATWELL 
Town Clerk 
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Boroucu OF CHATHAM 


Appointment of Conveyancing and General 
Legal Clerk 
APPLICATIONS are invited for the above 

mtment. Salary Grade II] (£500 x£15- 
5). Full details from the 

os must include the names of three 

Closing date August 8, 1952. Can- 

vassing will disqualify. Housing accommoda- 
tion available. 

ROWLAND NEWNESS, 
Town Clerk. 


Town Hall, 
Chatham, Ken 
July 18, 1952. 





Boroucx OF NUNEATON 
Assistant Solicitor 


APPLICATIONS, to be delivered by July 26, 
are invited for this appointment. 

Salary A.P.T. Division Grade Va (£600— 
£660); or Grade VII (£685—£760) according 
to experience. 

Local Government experience is desirable 
but not essential 


Further particulars are obtainable from the 
Town Clerk, Council House, Nuneaton. 











1952 


ETROPOLITAN BOROUGH OF 
WANDSWORTH 


APPLICATIONS are invited for two estab- 
lished posts of Law Clerk in the Town Clerk’s 
Department. Salary A.P.T. IV (£560—£605). 

Applicants should have a sound knowledge 
of Common Law and conveyancing. 

Application forms, obtainable upon request, 
must be delivered to me by July 30, 1952. 

R. H. JERMAN, 
Town Clerk. 

Municipal Buildings, 

Wandsworth, S.W.18. 
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GENERAL REVERSIONARY 
AND INVESTMENT CO. 


ASSETS EXCEED £3,000,000 
Reversions and Life Interesta Purchased. 
Loans Granted thereon 
Apply to the Actuary, 69, Caner Sraaet, W.C.2 
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LOCAL AUTHORITIES’ POWERS OF PURCHASE 


A Summary by A. S. WISDOM, Solicitor 


hensive without bulk 


This is a 


“ This is an excellent practical summary. 
The summary provides a ready guide to 
members and officers of local authorities 
and their Committees when confronted 
with the question whether land can be 
used for a particular purpose.” 

—Law Times. 


“Mr. Wisdom, in a small work of 
considerable value, has produced a sum- 
mary of statutory powers which is concise 
without loss of accuracy and compre- 


useful and inexpensive minor work.” 
County Councils Association Official Gazette. 


“* The author is to be congratulated on an 
extremely practical piece of work. From 
it you can see the relevant sections of 
the relevant Act governing the purchase 
of anything from an ancient monument 
to judges’ lodgings, from a cemetery to a 
civic restaurant, from an aerodrome to 
a slaughter-house.” 

The Journal of the Society of Town Clerks. 
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